Why, Al.
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Hey Siri set a timer for 15 minutes

Done. | see you shiver with
antici... pation.

Al black boxes, personalised news feeds, all-knowing assistants? ...Not quite




flibbertigibbet, foolish woman

Unequal impacts put extremely high stakes on Al’s “misunderstandings”




Artificial intelligence is just a lot of decisions made very quickly.
Math isn’t magic.

WHY Al = UNRAVELING 15 MYTHS ABOUT AUTOMATION, ALGORITHMS, SOCIETY AND OURSELVES



Al isn’t more rational or emotionless, but just as human as any decision-making
—amplified at scale.
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Al should be understandable and accessible. Al should work for us—all of us.

Dana Chan for Disabled And Here



https://affecttheverb.com/disabledandhere
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Changing the conversation around Al

clockwise from top left: ColorCoded.LA, Data Nutrition Project, ml5.js (Jay Borgwardt’s Digital Theremin)



https://colorcoded.la/
https://datanutrition.org/
https://ml5js.org/

Call to Action: Understand Al

1. Don’t be intimidated!
Al Is for anyone

2.Don’t be fooled!
Al is not rational, magic, or human-free

3. Do pay attention to language
Al is not “understanding” the same way you do

4. Do ask “Who is included? Who is left out?”
Al is for everyone; is everyone helped by it?
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Thank you!
Sarah Ciston
ciston@usc.edu
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