


AI decides what you see online.



What we see online is the result of several 
relationships between several actors and 
things
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What is algorithmic visibility?

● Search engines

● Social media newsfeeds (and friends’ suggestion)

● Online maps’ route

● Online ads

What isn’t algorithmic visibility?
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What we know about the world and ourselves

Social

Identity

Individual
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Myth 1: AI algorithms decide what you see online

The Unruly Algorithm

Algorithm = Tool

Companies Algorithms Users
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Myth 1: AI algorithms decide what you see online

● Oppressive control

● Opacity

● ‘Shaping’ powers
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Myth 2: AI algorithms don’t decide what you see online

Users Algorithms Users

The Tame Algorithm

Algorithm = Mirror
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● Harmony

● Plays down opacity

● Empowering

Myth 2: AI algorithms don’t decide what you see online
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Algorithmic visibility regimes as complex and multipolar emerging orders

● Complex

● Many actors, various techs

● Several points of uncertainty

● What does define what we see online? 
Unequal relationships, not people nor things

● Always emerging – never fixed, much less 
unidirectional
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Thanks!

jcmagalhaes@gmail.com


